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Message Text 


FOR IOR, IBS. IPS, CINCPAC FOR USIA ADVISOR 
EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: SOMALIA/ETHIOPIA CLASH MEDIA REACTION 


1 . THE CHRISTCHURCH PRESS IN ITS CURRENT SERIES OF 
EDITORIALS DEALING WITH INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, FEB. 15. 
COMMENTED ON THE SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA CLASH AND RUSSIA'S PART 
IN THE CONFLICT. UNDER THE HEADING "SOMALIA, ETHIOPIA AND 
RUSSIA," IT SAID: 

2. "IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE SOVIET UNION, THE WAR OF 
NATIONALISMS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA MIGHT EVENTUALLY HAVE 
PLAYED ITSELF TO A STANDSTILL.... 


3. "WHAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS DONE IS TO PLACE A VAST 
ARSENAL ESTIMATED TO BE WORTH A BILLION DOLLARS AT THE 
DISPOSAL OF ETHIOPIA. IT MUST BEAR A HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE DEATHS, DESTRUCTION AND MISERY WHICH WILL PROBABLY 
RESULT. THE FACT THAT SOMALI FORCES WILL BE FIGHTING WITH 
SOME OF THE ARMS LEFT OVER FROM A FEW MONTHS AGO WHN 
SOMALIA AND THE SOVIET UNION WERE FRIENDS SIMPLY 
ILLUSTRATES THE WAYS OF COMMUNIST ARMS MERCHANTS. 


4. "CUBAN AND SOVIET FORCES HAVE GONE TO ETHIOPIA, 
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DEMONSTRATING ONCE AGAIN THE ROLE THAT CUBA APPEARS TO BE 
PLAYING IN SOVIET AFRICAN POLICY. THE ABILITY OF THE 
SOVIET UNION TO SHIFT ARMS AND MEN FROM ITS SHORES HAS 
WORRIED NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANISATION OFFICIALS AND 
MAY BE DESIGNED TO IMPRESS OTHER AFRICAN STATES. 


5. "TO THE SOVIET UNION, ETHIOPIA, BECAUSE OF ITS SIZE 
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AND POSITION, AND BECAUSE IT HAS A MARXIST GOVERNMENT, HAS 
ASSUMED CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE. STRATEGICALLY, ETHIOPIA'S 
IMPORTANCE WOULD BE CONSIDERABLY LESS WITHOUT ACCESS TO THE 
RED SEA. THAT PART OF ETHIOPIA WHICH TOUCHES THE RED SEA 
IS ERITREA, LARGE AREAS OF WHICH ARE IN REBEL HANDS. ONE 
CERTAIN RESULT OF SOVIET INTERVENTION WILL BE SOVIET 
BACKING FOR CONTROL BY ADDIS ABABA OF ERITREA. 

6. "WHETHER THE ETHIOPIAN MILITARY DRIVE, ONCE FULLY 
UNDER WAY, WILL STOP AT THE BORDERS OF ETHIOPIA, IS ONE OF 
THE SIGNIFICANT FACTORS. THE SOMALIS HAVE MADE CONSIDER- 
ABLE TERRITORIAL GAINS IN THE OGADEN AREA, COLONEL 
MENGISTU, OF ETHIOPIA, HAS SAID THAT ETHIOPIA DOES NOT 
INTEND TO CROSS ITS BORDERS. THE DECISION MIGHT NOT REST 
WITH HIM ALONE, BUT MIGHT DEPEND ON SOVIET INTENTIONS" 
ANDERSON 
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